
STINCHCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 6TH JUNE 2023 AT 7.30 PM 

IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 

Present      In Attendance 

 

Mrs M. Shaw (Acting Chair)    Mr K. Tucker (District Councillor)   

Dr A. MacFarlane (Parish Councillor,)   Ms C. Braun (District Councillor)  } 

Mr I. Kirkham (Parish Councillor) (from 7.50) Ms L. Cohen (County Councillor)  } until 8.25 

Mrs D. Davidson (Parish Councillor)  Mr S. Lane (Playground Group)     } 

Mrs N. Bradley (Clerk)     

     

Mrs Shaw opened the meeting by welcoming everyone.  

     

1)  Apologies  

 

Mr G. James (District Councillor) 

 

 2)  DPI Declarations and Dispensations 

 

There were no declarations. 

 

3)  Approval of Minutes of the Meeting Held on 26th October 2022 

 

Acceptance of the minutes of the meeting was proposed by Mrs Davidson,seconded by Mrs Shaw 

and carried unanimously. They were duly signed. (124/23)  

 

4)  Matters Arising From the Minutes 

 

     -  Cllr Cohen reported that GCC has taken up the issue of multiple complaints about Gigaclear in  

        the county. Mrs Shaw said that they have left considerable damage in Old Hill Lane where one   

        of the new wooden posts has been damaged the post for the No Entry sign is down and there   

        has been considerable damage to the edges of the road. Cllr Cohen offered to ask Gary Wilson  

        to look into this. Action Cllr Cohen  (125/23)  

 

All other matters arising are dealt with later in these minutes. 

 

5)  Reports by County and District Councillors 

 

Cllr Cohen's report is attached. She asked that several items in it be shared with residents. The Clerk 

will forward these to Enews. Action Clerk (126/23)  

 

The District Councillors' report is also attached. (127/23)  

 

6) Parish Council Vacancy 

 

One resident has expressed a willingness to joint he Council if no-one else come forward. The 

vacancy will be advertised again on Enews and WhatsApp. (128/23)  

 

Dr MacFarlane kindly agreed  to take on the role of chair. This was proposed by Mrs Davidson, 



seconded by Mrs Shaw and carried unanimously. (129/23)  

 

7)  Planning Matters 

     New since Last Meeting   

    - S.23/1000/VAR , land At Hill House Wick Lane, variation of condition 2 (approved plans)       

      from S.22/0225/FUL - alteration to the design of plot 2. (130/23)      

    Decided Since Last Meeting 

   - S.23/0619/TCA, St Cyrs Church, 2 x Yew trees - Larger yew tree - height and lateral   

       reduction all round by a maximum of 2m. Smaller yew tree (adjacent to off site    

       beech tree) - Height reduction of a maximum of 2m to bring leading stems down  

       to the height of the lowest leading stem. Consent. (131/23) 

     - S.23/0715/CPL, Upper Lorridge Berkeley Road, erection of a proposed transportable  

       annexe within the curtilage. Permitted. (132/23) 

    Still Undecided        

    - S.23/0752/HHOLD, Roselands Taits Hill Road, proposed two storey side extension, single  

      storey extension, raised decking with access steps & creation of new parking area. (131/23) 

    - S.23/0193/LBC, Rough Hill Cottage Wick Lane, Demolition of modern additions & extensions.     

       Refurbishment & extension of listed cottage. (133/23) 

    - S.23/0192/HHOLD, Rough Hill Cottage Wick Lane, Demolition of modern additions &   

      extensions. Refurbishment & extension of listed cottage and conversion of outbuilding. (134/23)  

    - S.22/1462/FUL , land At A38, Bristol Road, Berkeley, construction of straw barn  (135/23) 

       

8) Footpaths and Rights of Way 

 

Details of plans by the Rugby Club and Mr Luck to reroute footpaths CST19 and CST21 are 

ongoing. (136/23) 

 

9)  Highways 

 

Installation of the traffic-calming measures continues to be delayed delayed. Ms Hudson has 

emailed that she has asked the contractor to suggest a date for a meeting and has offered to help 

with the necessary drawings but has received no response. She made several suggestions as to how 

to proceed,which are:- 

 

1) Ask Nigel Sutcliffe at Streetworks, who originally recommended Cossmans, if he could have a 

word with Bob. Bob will presumably be keen to keep their good will. If nothing else Nigel should 

be made aware how badly things have worked out. 

 

2) Find out how the Parish Council stands legally if a contractor fails to complete the work within a 

reasonable timeframe and what action we can take - could GATPC help? 

 

3) Contact the three other firms that we approached before to see if they are any more interested in 

quoting now.  Could also try asking villagers for other suggestions. Robbie said he might know 

someone a while back but didn't come up with a name. 

 

4) Ask Gary Wilson if it would be an option to use Gloucestershire Highways' contractor if we can't 

find our own.  Before he said that would take ages, but it has taken ages anyway.  Possibly he may 

have some other suggestions now he has been in the job longer. 

 

It was agreed that the Council should try to follow up all these suggestions. Cllr Cohen will raise 

the issue with Gary Wilson when she speaks to him about Gigaclear and the Clerk will follow up 

the other possibilities. Action Cllr Cohen and Clerk (137/23) 



 

Ms Hudson has also reported that she met with Siobhan Baillie as planned to discuss the 

possibility of a 20mph speed limit in the area of the new playground. Ms Baillie said she 

supports the Church Field Playground & Community Space and the 20 mph limits in the 

vicinity but Ms Hudson feels that we need to keep her informed about it. Ms Hudson said 

that she would draft a questionnaire to get the views of everyone living on the three lanes in 

question about the extent of the 20 mph area as well as whether they want 20 mph limits. 

(138/23) 

 

10) Facilities 

 

Mr Lane reported that the Playground Group has been in contact with the Friends of St Cyr's who 

are keen to put on joint fundraising events in the next year. These include a Family Day on the 

Church Field on 16th July, supporting the Animal Service with a barbecue and another Apple Day in 

the autumn. (139/23) 

 

The Clerk has made contact with Ms Guy who has put her in touch with  her colleague,David 

Morris.He has been on holiday and the clerk will follow up the contact if he doesn't get in touch this 

week. Action Clerk (140/23) 

 

The proposals for the replacement swings at the Rugby Club put forward in April by the PC and 

VHC are due to be discussed at the club's next meeting on 15th June. (141/23) 

 

11) Environment 

 

Mr Kirkham reiterated concerns regarding Gigaclear's activities in the area. (142/23) 

 

Dr MacFarlane was concerned about plant growth blocking footways on the Street and Taits Hill 

Road. The area in front of Coombe Gardens is of particular concern and Mrs Shaw will ask Mrs 

Jelfs if she knows who owns the land. If necessary she will report the issue to Highways. Action 

Mrs Shaw (143/23) 

 

12) Financial Matters 

 

The Statement of Payments and Receipts was signed by Mrs Shaw. (144/23) 

 

Authorisation for payment of the Clerk's salary of £457 (including 2022-23 underpayment) and 

GAPTC subscription of £130.96 was proposed by Mrs Davidson, seconded by Mr Kirkham and 

carried unanimously. (145/23) 

 

13) Councillors' Reports 

 

Dr MacFarlane was concerned about the plans for the Dursley Rocks event at the Rugby Club this 

weekend. There were some concerns about the scale of the event,parking and noise and it was felt 

that there has been no communication about it. Dr MacFarlane is willing to liaise further with the 

Club. Action Dr MacFarlane. (146/23) 

 

14) Proposed New Code Of Conduct& Councillor Training 

 

The Clerk and Dr MacFarlane will attend an on-line training session on the Code of Conduct on 15th 

June and will report back to the Council.  Action Clerk and Dr MacFarlane. (147/23) 

 



There are currently no training sessions available for new councillors but the Clerk will monitor the 

GAPTC website for future courses.  Action Clerk. (148/23) 

 

15) Data Protection 

 

There were no Data Protection issues. 

 

16) Items for Website 

 

The Clerk will post a reminder about the Council vacancy and relevant details from Cllr Cohen's 

report on Enews. Mr Kirkham will also post an  item about the proposed 20mph speed limit ahead 

of a questionnaire. Action Clerk and Mr Kirkham. (149/23) 

 

 

17)  Dates of Next Meetings 

 

Wed 19th July 7.30pm 

Wed 6th Sept   7.30pm 

Wed 18th Oct  7.30pm 

Wed 6th Dec  7.00pm 

 

 

 

The meeting closed at 8.45pm. 

 

 



STINCHCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

 MEETING OF 6TH JUNE 2023 

STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS AND AUTHORISATIONS 

 

 

 

 

Building Society balance on 3rd May        £ 12,857.84  

 

Receipts since 3rd May   

 

Building Society Interest £      157.74 

VAT Refund £   1,567.28 

Precept £   2,966.50 

                     

Payments since 15th March  

 

Clerk's salary, Feb/March/April (inc underpayment  £      457.00 

of £121.00 for2022-23) 

I.A. Selkirk (Internal Audit) £      115.00 

Zurich Municipal (insurance premium) £      460.28 

   

 

Building Society balance on 3rd May        £ 16,517.08  

 

 

Authorisation is sought for 

 

Clerk's salary, Feb/March/April (inc underpayment  £      457.00 

of £121.00 for2022-23)  

GAPTC subscription £      130.96 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by     Approved by 

 

 

 

 

 

E.N. Bradley          

Clerk & RFO     Chairman   Vice Chairman    

6th June 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stroud District Councillors’ Report – June 2023 

Report of meetings during May 2023  

 

All Stroud District Council and Committee papers can be found here:  

https://www.stroud.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/meetings   

Recordings of meetings are available via the Council’s You Tube channel (Live recordings): 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeH_AmF0s-TShcYlM8Stweg 

 

Council meeting – 18th May 

There were no Committee meetings held in May.  The Annual General Meeting of the Council 
elected councillors to roles for the civic year 2023/24.  Cllr Catherine Braun (Green) continues as 
Leader of the Council and Cllr Natalie Bennett (Independent Left) continues as Deputy Leader. Cllr 
Doina Cornell (Community Independents) takes over as Chair of Council, with Cllr Norman Kay 
(Green) continuing as Vice Chair of Council.   
 
The Council continues to be run by the Cooperative Alliance comprising four political groups, led by 
Cllr Catherine Braun (Green), Cllr Natalie Bennett (Independent Left), Cllr Robin Drury-Layfield 
(Community Independents) and Cllr Ken Tucker (Liberal Democrats) (link).   
 
Committee Chairs, Vice Chairs and members were also appointed:  
 

• Audit & Standards Committee 
Chair: Cllr Nigel Studdert-Kennedy (Independent Conservative), Vice Chair: Cllr Martin 
Pearcy (Green) 

• Community Services & Licensing Committee 
Chair: Cllr Beki Aldam (Green), Vice Chair: Cllr Trevor Hall (Community Independents)  

• Development Control Committee 
Chair: Cllr Martin Baxendale (Green), Vice Chair: Cllr Helen Fenton (Independent Left) 

• Environment Committee 
Chair: Cllr Chloe Turner (Green), Vice Chair: Cllr Robin Drury-Layfield (Community 
Independents) 

• Housing Committee 
Chair: Cllr Mattie Ross (Independent Left), Vice Chair: Cllr Lucas Schoemaker (Green) 

• Strategy & Resources Committee 
Chair: Cllr Catherine Braun (Green), Vice Chair: Cllr Natalie Bennett (Independent Left). 

 
The SDC representatives to outside bodies led by the County Council continue as follows:  

• Health & Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee (Cllr Helen Fenton, Independent Left) 

• Gloucestershire Police & Crime Panel (Cllr Martin Pearcy, Green)  

• Economic Growth Scrutiny Committee (Cllr Chloe Turner, Green). 
 
The Council also agreed to grant a six-month dispensation from attendance at meetings of the 
authority to Cllr Victoria Gray (Conservative). Due to a severe respiratory infection, she has been 
unable to attend any meetings since 17 January and approval is required from the council, for her 
to continue in her role as a councillor (Section 85 of the Local Government Act 1872).  
 

https://www.stroud.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/meetings
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeH_AmF0s-TShcYlM8Stweg
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news-archive/cross-party-administration-elected-to-run-stroud-district-council-for-another-year


By-election results - Painswick and Upton district council seat  

Green Councillor Gary Luff won the district by-election for the Painswick and Upton ward on 17th 

May. The by-election was caused by the resignation of Conservative Councillor Jason Bullingham, 

due to health reasons.   

Other news  

Coronation weekend  

Events were organised across Stroud District to celebrate the Coronation of His Majesty The King 

and Her Majesty The Queen Consort over the bank holiday weekend from 6 to 8 May 2023, with 

20 road closures in place for community events.  Coronation Day (6 May 2023) was a designated 

flag day, where Ebley Mill and all UK government buildings flew the Union flag. 

 

Protecting Skylarks 

Walkers and dog owners can help protect ground-nesting Skylarks on Selsley Common and other 

local nature sites by keeping to the defined paths and ensuring dogs are kept on a short lead. 

Selsley Common is a great place to spot the iconic, yet declining, resident bird species. Skylarks 

are classified as ‘red’ on the British Birds of Conservation Concern list which means that their 

population is in steep decline. In the UK, the population halved during the 1990s and continues to 

decline. The Skylark nesting season started in April and ends in July. These ground-nesting birds 

are easily disturbed, especially during the spring, and this can prevent them from raising their 

chicks. From 1 March to 31 July it is a legal obligation to keep dogs on a short lead (no longer than 

2 meters long), while on open access land. 

 

Museum in the Park  

International Museum Day took place on 18th May, with the theme for this year being a focus on 

museums, sustainability and wellbeing. The Museum in the Park, managed by Stroud District 

Council in collaboration with the Stroud District (Cowle) Museum Trust, is situated in a Grade II 

listed 17th Century former wool merchant’s house. The museum tells the extraordinary and diverse 

history of Stroud district and has over 4,000 objects and artefacts on display – from dinosaur bones 

to one of the world’s first lawnmowers. 

The free-of-charge museum also has a walled garden which was brought back to life after a period 

of neglect and now offers a peaceful respite for anyone who visits. There is also an emphasis on 

inclusivity – there is something for everyone to enjoy from spectacular flowers to garden 

trails. Local residents are invited to stay informed about activities by joining the Museum in the 

Park’s free-of-charge membership here. 

 

Stratford Park Lido 

The Lido, the 55 yard cold water pool in Stratford Park, Stroud, is set to reopen for the summer 

https://uk.patronbase.com/_MuseumInThePark/Memberships/Buy?group=2&id=1


season on June, although the opening has been slightly delayed due to weather and maintenance 

issues, followed by action to remove green algae. The date for opening of the Lido will confirmed 

once there has been a clean water inspection and a pool test for the lifeguards. The surrounding 

poolside area and changing facilities have been prepared in readiness with a joint effort from SGS 

college students, the Friends of the Lido group, and the team at Everyone Active – the leisure 

provider. 

 

Charity of the year: Cotswolds Dogs & Cats Home  

Every year the District Council selects one charity to be the focus for fundraising efforts over the 

next year by the council’s members of staff and councillors. For 2023/24 The Cotswolds Dogs and 

Cats Home has been chosen.  The charity, based in Cambridge, near Slimbridge, cares for and re-

homes animals including dogs, cats, rabbits, and guinea pigs, also provides subsidised veterinary 

clinics for pet owners who are suffering financial hardship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


