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Members of the Stragglers leaving the Sunday Service at St Cyrs before their
game of Cricket
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Approaching Stinchcombe along the A4060 from Dursley through the
avenue of trees, the ‘Stragglers’ is located on the right hand side before the
Village Hall.  For approaching 100 years this has been associated with
recreation. In the �rst 70 years it was the home of Stinchcombe Stragglers
Cricket Club, from which the name for the area ‘The Stragglers’ was derived
and, for the past 50 years, it has been the base of Dursley Rugby Football
Club. After a suspension of cricket for a period, the last few years has seen its
return, and Dursley Running Club has also become part of the sporting
scene based at the site. 

 The village cricket club was founded in 1921, then in 1924 the Stragglers
Cricket Club (SSCC) was founded separate from the original Club.   The SSCC
rented the ground until 1954 when the owner Arthur Bennet, who was also
the Hon Sec and Treasurer, sold the land to the Club.    Until 1970
Stinchcombe Stragglers Cricket Club were the sole occupants. For a young
Villager’s perspective on Stinchcombe Stragglers in the 50’s and 60’s read

. Richard Cheetham, who has lived in Stinchcombe
for all of his youth and the greater part of his adult life recalls some past
events at the Stragglers ground.

Cheetham’s Ramblings

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/
https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/jubilee-2012/stinchcombe-local-history-society/cheethams-ramblings/
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Dursley Rugby Club moved in and Stinchcombe Stragglers and Dursley
Sports Club was established, overseeing the playing of both sports. The �rst
Chairman was Clifford Hill who was also Chair of the District Council and long
term resident of Stinchcombe. With the further demise of cricket the
organisation was re-structured in 2002 and incorporated as Dursley Rugby
Football Club Ltd. For several years the only cricket played was through the
ground being rented out.  Cam CC third team were frequent users.   More
land was acquired to meet the needs of rugby, new changing rooms built,
and the social space of the clubhouse extended. In 2017 cricket was
resurrected playing as the ‘Old Stragglers CC’ and around the same time
Dursley Running Club became a part of the Stragglers scene, entering a
partnership with the rugby club.  The Stragglers represents a signi�cant
element in the sporting and social life of the community in the Dursley area.
There are over �fteen hundred people participating in sport at the Club. This
includes approaching �ve hundred mini, junior and adult rugby players (with
one of the largest mini & junior sections in the County).  The Running Club
has a membership of around four hundred and the numbers involved in
cricket are increasing rapidly. For the last 10 years or so, the social scene has
been highlighted during the �rst weekend in June with the Summer Ball,
the Beer Festival and the Last Night at the Proms concerts.   The links with
the village community are to the bene�t of everyone.

The Stragglers – A Brief History

The long history of the Stragglers was dominated for many years by the
strength of Stinchcombe Stragglers Cricket Club (SSCC) which was
established in 1924. For many years, County cricketers would play for local
clubs on a Sunday including SSCC.  England captains such as Percy Fender,
Wally Hammond and Sam Cook played at the Stragglers. At the end of his
County career, the latter captained the team for several seasons.  Large
crowds gathered to watch these matches with cars completely encircling
the ground. Traditionally, the �rst ball was not bowled until the morning
service in St Cyrs had �nished.  

On some Sundays the church service was held in front of the cricket pavilion
conducted by the vicar of Stinchcombe.  This attracted a large ‘congregation’
and also each season there was a ‘Cricketers Sunday’ when the players
attended the service in St Cyrs in whites and blazers.  The Saturday and
Sunday captains would read the lessons.

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/
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The 1930s was the golden era of cricket at the Stragglers.   Unusually for that
era Sunday cricket was introduced and drew large crowds. The high
standards maintained attracted many County players and also some
England players.  The Saturday �xtures were against strong opposition and
the Stragglers were able to �eld players of a high standard.  The Club had a
strong reputation both for the playing surface and the standard of play.

In addition to the SSCC there was a village team which played on a Saturday
on the ground behind Coombe Gardens on the farm �nally occupied by Joe
Workman. There is little information on Village cricket but it seems that it
had ceased by the 1950s.

The late 1950s and early 1960s saw radical change in the County Cricket
scene and as a consequence of that, SSCC started to struggle for players as
well as �nancially.  Dursley Rugby Club, who at the time were playing at the
Recreation Ground in Dursley, were seeking a ground and facilities and
moved to the Stragglers in 1970, thus helping to solve the �nancial
problems. Although the Rugby Club had been in existence in some form
since the 1888 when rugby was played on Stinchcombe Hill, the present
Club is a re-establishment which took place in 1953 when again the Club
played in the Parish. This time on the ‘Paddock’ adjacent to the present Club
car park and players changed in the Village Hall, before moving away. So
things came a full circle with rugby and the Stragglers when the former
returned in 1970.

From 1924 there was the 4.5 acres of the original cricket ground and the old
wooden pavilion. Then in the 1960s the separate ‘club room’ with bar was
built by Len Ford with the help of others (both on the site of the current
rugby clubhouse).  Since 1970 the ‘Stragglers Estate’ has grown considerably.
Further land adjacent to Clingre Down was leased in 1972 from Stinchcombe
United Charities for a second rugby pitch and �oodlit training area. In 2007 a
longer term development plan was drawn up which included the
acquisition of land for a third rugby pitch, a training paddock and the car
park. This was the start of fund raising activities in support of the plan.  With
the growth in numbers and the addition of ladies rugby, new changing
rooms were a necessity. The old pavilion became additional social space and
a gym.  Then recently there was the acquisition of a further 6.4 acres of land
to reduce the wear and tear on the existing ground from the large numbers
playing rugby, and to provide more space for the running club.   With all the
facilities refurbished, the playing surfaces made good, the Stragglers is now a
sports centre of which everyone can be proud.  

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/
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Stragglers ‘estate’ as it was in 2017
This drone photo shows the Stragglers ‘estate’ as it was in 2017.   A further 6.4
acres was acquired in 2020 and this is to the left of the picture.  In the
foreground is the cricket ground with the ‘square’ clearly shown   The land
purchased in 2008 is beyond the tree line and includes a further rugby pitch,
car park, training paddock and the changing rooms. The land leased since
1972 is at the top of the picture before Clingre Down and Taits Hill Road

The original pavilion is the brown roofed building. Then in the 1960s a
separate clubhouse, the white structure, was built. In the 1970s a further
extension joined these buildings. In 2017 the new changing rooms, with the
green �at roof were completed meeting the needs of all the various rugby
sections and other activities. Following this the Clubhouse was fully
refurbished, the social space extended into the original pavilion and the
indoor and outdoor gym established.

A further photo shows the ground prepared for a cricket match in 2017. The
‘boundary’ is reduced from earlier times when cricket was played   Even so it
is an impressive sight 

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/
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Further information on the history of the  can be found on their
website.

Rugby Club

It should be appreciated that although the Village has a very long history,
the Stragglers has a history which goes back much further than many of the
newer parts of the village and has contributed signi�cantly to the
community over the years.   It is the largest organisation in the District and
the mini & junior rugby section is one of the largest in the South West of
England. More than �fteen hundred people participate in the various
activities at the Stragglers.

The Stragglers – some key events on the

Timeline

There are many interesting events on the timeline of the Stragglers both
regarding the ground & facilities and in the sports and the people involved.
Some of more signi�cant of these events are covered here.

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/
https://www.dursleyrfc.co.uk/about_history
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As stated in the overview the archive of Stinchcombe Stragglers Cricket
Club (SSCC) is very limited. There is no organised collection of records and
most of what is produced here has come mainly from private sources. Since
1970, when Dursley Rugby Football Club moved to the Stragglers, the
records are more comprehensive.  

The 1930s

This was the ‘golden era’ for cricket at Stinchcombe although the immediate
post war era was a close second before County cricket on Sundays was
introduced.  Large crowds were drawn to the Sunday matches in particular.
Cars were parked all around the ground and the spectators would be several
rows deep. The largest crowd is said to have around 3000 for a Sunday
match. The photos show such occasions.

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/
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There is a very good description of cricket at the Stragglers in this era found
in the ‘The Dursley Lantern’ from 2016. This publication is by the Dursley and
Cam Society (a local history society).
http://www.dursleyglos.org.uk/html/dursley/clubs/dncsociety/dncsociety.htm

An extract is below:

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/
http://www.dursleyglos.org.uk/html/dursley/clubs/dncsociety/dncsociety.htm
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As recorded in ‘The Dursley Lantern’ there were close connections between
the Cricket Club and St Cyrs Church in the village.  The Cricketers Sunday
mentioned earlier and the holding of the morning service on the ground
being examples.

Further records con�rming the importance of the Stragglers to cricket in
the era are shown in Wisden Cricketers Almanac, which was then in its early
days of publication.   The following extract from the 2009 edition recalls a
match played in 1932 between Glos. County and Stinchcombe Stragglers CC
– David Foot reveals why the new Twenty20 tournaments (and Limited
Overs Cricket) can trace their lineage back almost 80 years to Stinchcombe,
in Gloucestershire

Credit for this article goes to 2009 © John
Wisden & Co Ltd., used by permission.

Wisden Cricketers’ Almanack 

The First One Day County Match

A Lyon-hearted experiment

David Foot

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/
https://wisden.com/wisden-cricketers-almanack
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Beverley Hamilton Lyon, it was mostly agreed in Bristol, Cheltenham and
every sporting corner of the Cotswolds and Severn Vale, was
Gloucestershire’s �nest captain. He was also the county’s most imaginative,
inspiring and daring leader. Above all, he was one of the great visionaries of
our �rst-class game.

In the 1920s and early 1930s, he publicly despaired, with a contentious
eloquence, at the way county cricket was going. To him it totally lacked a
vibrant, competitive structure. He saw it as needlessly somnolent and
complacent, as too often it meandered in search of a result. The clock
seemed to have a negligible relevance – and that to him was all wrong. He
loved the game and played it well. But despite a cheerful exterior – this
model of man-management skills had a natural contempt for cricket’s class
divisions – he was a restless thinker. To him the current philosophy, however
romantic and appealing, was in urgent need of a radical overhaul.

By 1930 Bev was saying – and being quoted in the local papers – that it was
time to think about playing on Sundays. In Bristol, the city of churches, that
was a fearless thing to advocate. Clergy’s faces went ashen; the chalices
began to rattle in unison.

Yet Lyon foresaw with a remarkable clarity how cricket needed to overcome
its rigid prejudices, experimenting as it evolved. In the process, he knew how
much he would irritate some: the game’s more intractable ponti�cators,
those who resented his facility for creating a headline and his apparent
rejection of tradition. Beyond question, however, was the extent of his
imagination and his exceptional prophetic skills.

He was appointed Gloucestershire’s captain in 1929 and, by the March of 1932,
he was the principal speaker at the county club’s annual dinner. He spoke for
half an hour with no more than a cursory glance at his few notes. In any
record of �rst-class cricket’s exercise in vision, it stands as an extraordinary
statement of necessary intent. Just a few �dgeted uneasily; the rest,
including his team-mates, liked the sound of what he was saying.

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/
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Already he was one of the most discussed – and quoted – names in county
cricket. The previous summer, when Gloucestershire had gone to Shef�eld to
play Yorkshire, the �rst two days were lost to rain. It was a situation made for
Lyon. He persuaded the home captain, Frank Greenwood, to adopt to a
hitherto unheard-of ruse. Both agreed to face one ball in their �rst innings
and let it go for four byes. They then declared and played in effect for 15
points from a one-innings match. Gloucestershire won and poor Greenwood
was reprimanded by his committee. Skipper Lyon led the jollity, never
gloating, in the visitors’ dressing-room. Cricket’s authorities didn’t approve, of
course. Before long, there  was a change in the regulations to avoid a
repetition. At that 1932 dinner, he mentioned that Gloucestershire had made
another loss, as had virtually every other county. Then he went on: “The hard
facts are that to run a �rst-class side costs a good deal of money and 80% has
to be taken at the gate. Consequently, something has to go on inside the
gate, of enough interest and excitement to attract the crowds. That’s the
catch. The young man or woman can now spend a shilling watching dirt-
track racing, greyhounds tearing round bends, or gangster �lms by the
hundred. That is the type of crowds we have to attract today.

“There are certain respected and very eminent gentlemen who don’t
understand the changes that have come about in the last 50 years. But then,
why should they? Would Bach, Beethoven or Chopin understand Jack
Payne? The policy of sitting still and waiting like Mr Micawber for something
to turn up seems to me to lack both courage and practicality. The spacious
times of the Edwardian era have gone for ever. Lord Hawke can afford to be
haughty – cricket cannot. Lord Hawke �ddles while Rome burns. “I am not
prepared to stand by while the game I love dies an unnatural death through
lack of support. And I believe there is a great volume of similar opinion
throughout the country. There is clearly only one thing to try – the clock must
come into the game more. Who can deny that cricket is at its glorious best
when time is a factor? Allow a batting side three hours only in which to get
their runs. And I challenge anybody to tell me how you have spoilt the �rst-
class game. In that way, you get a decision from 12 hours of cricket. If there
has been rain, well then six hours’ play will give you a decision.  “Why can’t we
have a knockout competition on these lines, the �nal to be played at Lord’s or
The Oval? Let the pro�ts be equally divided among competing counties.”

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/
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Bev’s dramatic, unequivocal warnings and advice on what should be done
demanded attention. On the drive home from the Grand Hotel, he pondered
his next radical step. He had softened up his devotees and doubters; now
was the time to put some of his far-seeing ideas into practice. With single-
handed �amboyance Bev Lyon raises the tempo of county cricket.

The county’s �nal trial match of the 1932 pre-season seemed the perfect
opportunity. It was to be a 12-a-side match at the delightful Stinchcombe
ground, high above the Severn. Neither side was to bat for more than two
and a half hours. The emphasis was to be on attack and entertainment. He
skippered a full Gloucestershire team. The opposition, Stinchcombe
Stragglers, in those days a club of some local status and talent, had Major M. F.
S. Jewell, well known as a captain of Worcestershire, leading from the top of
the order. His strong side included Bev’s brother, Dar Lyon of Somerset, and a
pair of Essex professionals, Jack O’Connor and Laurie Eastman. Bev, who
never lacked friends in the newspapers, ensured plenty of advance publicity
for a match that held so much curiosity value.

A crowd of nearly 3,000 turned up at the village ground. There had been
heavy rain and the wicket was “soft and spongy”. But after a rather slow, self-
conscious start, this unconventional county trial match grew in brio and
muscular magnetism. Stinchcombe batted �rst and made 201, best served
by the Essex pros, in two and a quarter hours or – such was the over-rate in
those days of few �elding changes – 61 overs. Tom Goddard, unaffected by
the batsmen’s liberties, took �ve wickets for �ve runs. There was no limit on
the number of overs each bowler could bowl but Lyon sensibly kept his great
off-spinner on a leash. Gloucestershire lost by just �ve runs and it seemed
odd that Lyon juggled the order, partly out of his sense of adventure, partly to
share out the preseason practice. He belted runs himself near the bottom of
the order; the rugged New Zealander, Charlie Dacre was even lower, though
in compensation he hit �ve sixes in half a dozen balls. One more would have
given Gloucestershire victory by a wicket.

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/
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Perhaps the experiment might then have been followed up sooner than 30
years later, when Leicestershire’s Mike Turner started the one-day Midlands
Knockout of 65 overs a side, the forerunner of the Gillette Cup that revived
the county game.

West Country accents warmed to the innovations. Spectators liked the
game’s basic, meaty intentions, so different from the po-faced manner in
which Championship matches were often played. In the Gloucester evening
paper, The Citizen, “S. H.” wrote: “Time-limit innings can brighten up cricket
tremendously… [it] produced �reworks which sent spectators into the
seventh heaven of delight.” The writer quoted Lyon as saying after the match:
“It has been proved that under this system players can make runs at a rate
which pleases the spectators. Nobody is interested in huge totals being piled
up.

Three hours’ batting is enough for any side.” Arthur Gilligan, the former
England captain, wrote in the News Chronicle: “B. H. Lyon’s brighter cricket
experiment proved a success, and there is no doubt that time-limit matches
might be very popular with the public in the near future…

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/
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”One of the players in the Stinchcombe game was less effusive, commenting
that “time-limit cricket might be admirable for one-day club matches, but
could not be applied to county games”. A well-known bowler – was it
Goddard? – told Dursley’s weekly The Gazette: “It would mean that brawn
would triumph over brain, and the slow bowler would be eliminated.”

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/
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The editorial in one leading Bristol paper was even more muted: “B. H. Lyon
has proved himself a man of original and revolutionary ideas…We all want
brighter cricket but on this occasion too high a price was paid to secure
it.”Bev must have sensed that Lord’s and county committee rooms around
the country were becoming weary of what they saw as his gimmicky forays,
while he continued to propound the need for an utterly new-look approach.
Time-limited innings, knockout competitions, an end to negative batting
and bowling: he kept up his attack on cricket’s reactionaries. Now it was also
time to renew his advocacy for Sunday cricket.The match on a June Sunday
in 1933 was played in aid of hospital charities at Stanway House, near
Moreton-in-Marsh, at the invitation of the Earl of Wemyss, president of
Cheltenham General Hospital. And it carried the condition that the players
would go to church �rst. Six players who were members of the MCC touring
team in Australia the previous winter took part at Stanway. An illustrious
opposition line-up included Bob Wyatt, the Nawab of Pataudi, Herbert
Sutcliffe, Maurice Leyland and Gubby Allen. Lyon �elded a full county side
against the Earl of Wemyss’s team, who went on to win by 77 runs. Each
team had two innings and batted in all for 45 overs. Everything was brisk and
entertaining. In all, 763 runs were scored, the sweetest of all by Hammond
(127) who hit Leyland for 32 off an over. Not that there was unanimous
approval. Quite apart from ecclesiastical concern, expressed with histrionic
fervour from a number of pulpits, Jack Hobbs went on record as saying: “I’m
dead against Sunday cricket. The cricketers don’t want it. Six days are quite
enough.” Lord Hawke was more enraged. “It’s quite impossible,” he
spluttered. “Next, you’ll be having League football on Sundays. I’ve never
heard of such a thing.”By now Lyon had been dubbed “The Apostle of
Brighter Cricket”. By 1934, after Jardine had gone and Wyatt had a broken
thumb, he was an outside bet for the England captaincy. Maybe it was
considered he was too unconventional and relied too readily on hunches.
Some even whispered that his Jewish blood worked against him. They knew
that as a daring tactician, who twice took Gloucestershire to runners-up in
the Championship, he sometimes came unstuck. Perhaps there was more
than a semblance of panic in the correspondence column of a national
newspaper when the writer asked: “Are Gloucestershire taking brighter
cricket to excess? The captain’s orders seem to be to hit the covers off the
ball in as little time as possible

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/
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”Beverley Lyon was a sophisticated man, a bon viveur, who liked going to the
best restaurants, West End �rst nights, or having a ringside seat for a prize
�ght. He was gregarious, with a cussed egalitarian streak that endeared him
to his county pros when he bundled them into his big Bentley with the
instructions to his faithful chauffeur and valet: “We’ve a win to celebrate – off
now to my pub.” And it would turn out to be the Dorchester. The amateurs
in the game earned no special favours from him. Once, after a snub at Lord’s,
he deliberately led his players through the professionals’ gate on to the �eld.
Hammond was known to idolise and envy him with all that social élan.Bev
died in 1970

As the notice in The Times made clear, there was to be no funeral service. He
bequeathed his body to the Royal College of Surgeons for medical research.
Several obituaries made the same point: “His bonhomie was thoroughly
infectious.” There was appropriate praise for him as a cricketer, one who
scored 16 hundreds, two of them in a match against Essex in 1930. He had
poor eyesight, so his �elding near to the wicket was all the more
commendable. But it was as a thinker and a captain that we remember him
best. He had an uncanny sense of the direction cricket needed to go. It
could even be argued that he deserves, posthumously, some of the credit
for Twenty20…

World War 2

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/
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The outbreak of WW2 in 1939 saw changes in activities at the Stragglers. For
a while the �xtures were maintained but gradually the players were
conscripted into the armed services or were engaged is essential work. 
Many of the players joined up in the Royal Gloucestershire Hussars and saw
service during the war. There are many stories of cricketing exploits
particularly when stationed in North Africa. The ‘Gloucesters’ always
succeeded! Cricket continued to some extent at the Stragglers and was
supported by those members of the forces stationed in the area. Games
were played every Saturday throughout this time sometimes seven-a-side
with a team of older members.   On Sundays there were charity matches. An
Australian Airforce unit stationed locally, had a team which included Keith
Miller a famous all-rounder who played many times for his country.  In the
late 1940s Miller returned to Gloucestershire with a touring team of
Australian farmers.   They played at Stinchcombe on two tours to the UK
which was a big attraction and helped in the post war recovery of the Club. 
The Stragglers also hosted bene�t matches for County Cricketers.   Typical of
the high standards returning was in the game in 1945 when Stinchcombe
played The Combined Services. Wally Hammond, Captain of Gloucestershire
and England was among the County players in the Stinchcombe team that
day. 

Roger, the son of Wally Hammond, subsequently played rugby for Dursley on
the same  ground in the early 1970s when the Rugby Club had moved to
Stinchcombe. 

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/
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The 1950s

After the war it took the Stragglers a while to re-establish themselves again
as a force in the cricketing world.  The 1950s was the second golden era
although the aftermath of the war meant it was not quite the scene of the
1930s. The social scene was changing, there were many other attractions
available on a Sunday so less support.   Nevertheless the standard of cricket
at Stinchcombe returned to the high level of pre-war and attracted county
players and top class �xtures. 

Many touring sides visited Stinchcombe as well as games being played for
the bene�ts of County players.  On many occasions the full Gloucestershire
or Somerset county team would turn out.  Probably the most important
season in the history of this period was 1953 the Coronation Year.    The
standing of the Club at this time is shown by the �xture card and the names
of those involved.

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/
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The �xture lists for the Saturday/Mid-week and Sunday matches were
impressive and typical of several seasons in the 1950s.  It is worth noting that
only one away �xture was played in that season such was the attraction for
teams to play at the Stragglers. Visiting teams travelled long distances even
for Sunday games.  Many of the �xtures were regularly played from year to
year including against touring sides

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/


The Stragglers - Stinchcombe Parish Council

The Stragglers - Stinchcombe Parish Council

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/


The Stragglers - Stinchcombe Parish Council

The Stragglers - Stinchcombe Parish Council

Many cricketers of note played at Stinchcombe both for the Stragglers
and/or for County sides. This was particularly so in the case of Bene�t games
when the bene�ciary would be given full support by County team mates.  
Among the notable cricketers have been Keith Miller (Australia), Percy
Fender, Sam Cook, ‘Bomber’ Wells, Wally Hammond, Pat Considine, Arthur
Milton, Tom and Ken Graveney, Peter Richardson and Basil D’Olivera. A very
impressive list?

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/
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The scorecard from May 1957 for Sam Cook’s bene�t match makes
interesting reading. The Stragglers was captained by Mervyn Clutterbuck, a
well known local business man, and included two very young players in Les
Cowley and Bruce Aldridge whose wife lives in the Village.   Doug Marshall
was also in the team and is noted for taking ten wickets for 64 runs in a
twelve a side game in 1941 as described in the ‘Lantern Journal’ and reported
at the time in the national press. He died in 2020 a few days short of 100
years.

The sponsorship support from local businesses seems to have been a
feature of the scorecards. In addition there was signi�cant support from
some of�cers and members of the Club such as Sir Percy Lister.      

1969 Onwards with Cricket

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/
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In 1969 the John Player Limited overs Cricket started for the County teams. 
This was played on a Sunday and as a consequence top class players were no
longer available to teams such as the Stragglers.   In fact the change had
started to occur in the seasons leading up to this.  As a result Saturday
matches in the Western Counties League were the important �xtures and
Sunday matches became increasingly social occasions but still of a relatively
high standard.

By 1970 the Stragglers were struggling both on and off the �eld and the
scene changed considerably. The �nancial situation and the lack of local
players required a radical rethink.  At this time Dursley Rugby Club had three
teams, they played on the Dursley Recreation Ground and used the Kings
Head Inn as their HQ. The Club was expanding fast and was looking for a
ground and facilities. A deal was struck with The Cricket Club and
Stinchcombe Stragglers and Dursley Sports Club was established.  Further
information on the history of the Rugby Club is given on the website

.https://www.dursleyrfc.co.uk/about_history

During the 1970s, 1980s and early 1990s there was a gradual demise of
cricket.  Fewer high pro�le players turned out, and it was equally a struggle
to recruit local players, although the junior sides were successful. The level of
Saturday cricket fell, and by 1990 the Saturday team were no longer in the
Western Counties League but in the County Leagues. Still a reasonably good
standard but well short of that of the ‘golden eras’. By this time the junior
cricket under Claude Helliwell, Les Cowley and Brian Meakins was producing
some very good cricketers who graduated into the League side. This was the
golden era of Junior cricket. There was Scott Pegler who played for the
County schools and England U18s, Simon Darlaston and Kevin Russell who
both played for the County Schools and captained the County in successive
years, Chris Pritchard and David Darlaston who were among others who
played for the County schools   Unfortunately for the cricket club many of
these players went off to University so their contribution was short lived.     

In 1994 the Stragglers received considerable publicity when the
Independent newspaper ‘adopted’ the team and followed their progress
through the National Village Competition. They made it through �ve rounds
but unfortunately lost to Frocester CC so did not make it to the �nal at
Lords.  A full account can be found in ‘From Stinchcombe to Lords’ by
Norman Harris of the Independent Newspaper.
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Fewer players and administrators were prepared to participate in the Club. 
The better players in some cases moved to Frocester CC which had
advanced to the Western Counties league. Less cricket was being played at
Rednock School, resulting in a reducing feed of young local players.  Other
local clubs also increasingly dominated the junior cricket scene (eg Cam CC).
Gradually the league commitments could not be met and cricket
disappeared from the scene at the Stragglers soon after the turn of the
century.    From time to time some of the old players got together and
played a social game but this was the only activity of the once famous
Stinchcombe Stragglers CC.
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By this time the rugby club had taken over the running of the whole
sporting estate from the Sports Club, and they fortunately decided to
maintain the cricket square and encourage use by outside clubs. For several
seasons the Renishaw cricket team played mid-week in the evenings and
Cam Cricket Club 3  team played on a Saturday.  Then in 2017 the rugby
club was approached by a number of local cricketers who were keen to re-
establish a club based at the Stragglers, and so senior cricket based at the
ground was resurrected. To avoid any con�ict the cricket section was named
‘The Old Stragglers’.  This is now well established with the senior men playing
in the Stroud League, senior ladies, and several junior sides. A game in
progress in recent times, at the imposing location of ‘The Stragglers’.

rd

Sport for juniors has always been a major feature of the activities at ‘The
Stragglers’. With the resurgence of senior cricket it was important that junior
cricket was established again.  By 2020 several age groups for cricket had
been established.   This is in addition to rugby for Minis and Junior which
attracts over 450 youngsters along with the strong contingent of juniors in
the Running Club.   As shown in the photos below ‘you are never too young
to participate’!
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Dursley Rugby Club and the Village

Rugby has a long association with Stinchcombe.  The �rst games of rugby
for the Dursley Club were in 1888 on Stinchcombe Hill.   Many years later in
1953 the re-established Dursley Rugby Club played on the land close to the
current ‘paddock’ and the teams changed in the Village Hall. The �rst game
was against Cainscross on 17 September of that year. The following season
the Club moved to the Dursley Recreation Ground before returning to
Stinchcombe in 1970 as explained previously.
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A team photo from 1898 Note the ‘boots’
There have been many long family associations within the Club. The
gentleman on the right was the Club Secretary and Treasurer, W. Heaven.
Seventy �ve years later, his Nephew, Jack Heaven became the Club
President who held the post from 1973 to 2000.
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Before moving to the Stragglers in 1970, the Rugby Club played on the
Dursley Recreation Ground. The photo shows a game in 1966.

The lineout jumper is Russ Holloway a longstanding resident of the village.

Further information of the history of the rugby Club can be found on the
DRC .website

1970 Onwards with Rugby
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In 1970 Dursley Rugby Club achieved its aim to have its own ground and
facilities by moving to The Stragglers.  This represented a signi�cant change
for both SSCC and DRFC and Stinchcombe Stragglers and Dursley Sport
Club was established with sub-sections of cricket and rugby.   Sharing
facilities required compromise for both parties particularly at the start and
end of the sporting seasons with the rugby pitch occupying part of the
cricket out�eld.  In 1972 the issue was minimised when the Taits Hill ground
was leased providing another rugby pitch and a �oodlit training area.

The team to play in one of the �rst rugby games after the move to The
Stragglers in 1970 is pictured below.

Seated second from left: Andrew Hill son of Cli�ord Hill. The family lived for
many years at Old Hill Lane, Taits Hill

The �rst major change to the facilities was the construction of an extension,
joining the old pavilion/changing rooms to the clubhouse. The interior of the
Clubhouse was modi�ed and the bar re-positioned.  To meet the needs of
the growth in rugby, the land behind Coombe Gardens was leased from Joe
Workman.  A problem soon arose when one of the occupiers of the houses
nearby objected and refused to return any rugby balls! Eventually the
situation became impossible and the ground was given up.  
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[It is interesting to note that the �eld behind the Village Hall had been used
for Village Sport for many years and long before the development of Coombe
Gardens. This �eld is now part of the 6.4 acres acquired by the rugby club at
the end of 2020.]

As rugby continued to grow, negotiations with Rednock School provided
use of a much needed further pitch for several seasons during the 1990s at
Norman Hill. This coincided in 1993 with Mini & Youth rugby becoming re-
established having been �rst started in 1978, and over the next several years
this resulted in around four hundred players participating. The Dursley mini
festivals and the hosting of County tournaments became a regular feature.

By the early 2000s, the Club had grown substantially and the demand on
the ground and the facilities was considerable.  The Club Management
Committee drew up a plan to meet the needs of the Club and to carry it
forward.  This required a well thought out business plan and considerable
funding achieved through grants, loans and donations.
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The �rst stage in 2008 was the purchase from the County Council of
approximately eight acres of land behind the original ground to provide a
further rugby pitch, a training paddock and car park.  The conversion of
farmland to accommodate these changes required considerable ground
works and surface preparation which was completed the following year.  The
new ground was opened by Geoff Davies the GRFU Chairman. 

The Clubhouse was refurbished in 2014 to improve facilities and furnishings
and this followed the previous installation of a decking overlooking the
rugby and cricket pitches. Subsequently, and to meet the need of the
players, spectators and those attending social events, the kitchen was
completely restructured to commercial standards.

For some time the Club had been struggling adequately to accommodate
the large number of players, particularly with mini and junior rugby, ladies
rugby alongside men’s rugby, and top of the priority list were new changing
rooms.

Senior Ladies 2017-18
Following consultation with members as well as careful consideration of the
Club’s needs by the Committee, plans were developed. These were
submitted to the Rugby Football Union for approval, and provided for six
changing rooms with integral showers and toilets (thus serving 6 teams / 3
matches), rooms for referees, medical room and storage facilities.

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/


The Stragglers - Stinchcombe Parish Council

The Stragglers - Stinchcombe Parish Council

Planning permission was obtained, and was then followed by a mammoth
fund-raising effort involving members as well as successful applications to
various grant-giving bodies.

This was successful, and allowed the construction of state-of-the-art
changing rooms that can be con�gured such that male, female and juniors
can be using them at the same time, and yet be separated from each other. 
The whole design is environmentally friendly, and �nancially represented
the largest project embarked upon by the Club to date.

There was a grand opening in April 2017 in the presence of members and
funders together with the local community and dignitaries. 

The Opening of the new changing rooms in 2017
The next stage was to re-utilise what were previously the four old changing
rooms which were in the original wooden cricket pavilion dating back to
1924, plus the shower block added in 1972.   This space was completely
restructured to provide more social space for the clubhouse, new toilets and
a gym.  More recently, the area between the main building and the new
changing room block has been �tted out as an outside gym.
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As mentioned, implementing the business plan and raising the funding was
a major task and involved many people. In total over the last 15 years, close to
£1million has been invested in the ground and facilities, this in addition to
the enormous time and effort given by the various volunteers leading this
work for the club.

In December 2019 and just prior to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Club
acquired a further 6.4 acres of land adjacent to the existing land, and located
behind the Village Hall and Coombe Gardens.   This was purchased to
provide additional space so that the signi�cant footfall from mini and youth
rugby as well as the Running Club, and resultant wear and tear on the
existing land, could be reduced and rotated.  There is also an aspiration for
the installation of a running track together with long jump and high jump
pits for the Running Club.

The Stragglers Estate now covers approximately 24 acres.           
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The Rugby Club has produced many quality players over the years, with
probably the most notable being Oliver Winterbottom who played for
England Age Grade, Ben Morgan -Gloucester & England and Charlie Sharples
– Gloucester & England. In addition, a number of players have moved on to
play semi-professional rugby at various clubs, including Cinderford, Llanelli,
Pontypridd, Richmond and Newcastle. Also of note is that the Club’s current
President John Darlaston (pictured speaking in the �rst of the changing
room photos above), served as President of the Gloucestershire Rugby
Football Union 1999-2001 and also as Chairman 1999-2008.

Other Activities Past and Present

In the post war era up to the late 1970s, Gloucester Hockey Club played
occasionally at the Stragglers.   It is not clear why this was so, but the
thought is that hockey was increasing in popularity, and it was used for the
lower teams in the Club.   Many of the SSCC players came from Gloucester so
that could be the connection.

Since 2008 the Stragglers has been the base for Dursley Running Club with
whom the Rugby Club has entered into a Partnership, making it a truly
multi-sports centre. 

There are many social activities at the Stragglers, the most signi�cant of
which usually takes place each year over the �rst weekend in June.   On the
Friday evening the Summer Ball sees around four hundred and �fty people
at a ‘black tie’ event in a large marquee.  This has now become a marker in
the calendar of the community.  On the Saturday, the ‘Beer Festival’ attracts
a large crowd with family entertainment followed in the evening by several
music groups. On the Sunday there is a traditional ‘Last Night at the Proms’
concert featuring a number of local performers, and often including Wotton
Silver Band.  This has raised money over the years for local causes including
for St Cyr’s Church.   The weekend also provides a major source of income for
the Rugby Club, which is then invested back into the facilities.
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The Beer Festival on the Saturday, as advertised below, includes
entertainment for the whole family and sometimes featuring a 7-a-side
rugby tournament which attracts a large gathering. With a vast selection of
beers and ciders available, the experts in ‘real ales’ come from miles around

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/stragglers-field/


The Stragglers - Stinchcombe Parish Council

The Stragglers - Stinchcombe Parish Council

Recently on a Friday evening, typically once each month, the Club has been
opened as a ‘pub’ to offer village residents the opportunity to gather for a
social exchange. This has proved popular and has strengthened the links
between village and club.
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Current Status, Organisation, Management

and Contacts

The Stragglers ‘estate’ is owned by Dursley Rugby Football Club Ltd, which
was Incorporated in 2002 under the Industrial and Provident Societies Act.
The Club is af�liated to the Rugby Football Union, The Gloucestershire
Rugby Football Union and the Stroud and District Rugby Football
Combination. It is also registered as a Community Amateur Sports Club
(CASC).

The Management Committee of the Rugby Club has, since 2010, been led
Simon Bilous as Chairman of the Club, ably supported by many others across
the club and as members of the committee.
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The Club has been most fortunate over its lifetime to have bene�tted from
having volunteers involved in running it who between them have had the
skills, experience, vision and commitment to move it to where it is now. 

In addition there have been numerous others who have offered their
services. With its ground, facilities, management and playing strength, it is
the envy of many sporting organisations. 

As President of the Club I would encourage anyone reading this,  who has
not already done so, to visit the Club and see for themselves the impressive
sporting facility situated in the village.  
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Further information and contact details can be found on the Club web site

 John Darlaston

23 May 2021
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