STINCHCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL

 DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 8TH JULY 2020 AT 7.30PM

BY VIDEO LINK
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Mrs Shaw opened the meeting by welcoming everyone.

1)  Apologies
Mr M. Henton (Resident)

Mr M. Gillespie (Resident)

2)  Co-option of Councillor
Previous to this meeting, Mrs Davidson had sent an email to the Council outlining her background and reasons for wishing to become a Councillor, the content of which is attached to these minutes. The Councillors had held an informal video discussion as a result of which Mr Packer proposed and Ms Hudson seconded Mrs Davidson's co-option. This was carried unanimously and Mrs Shaw welcomed Mrs Davidson to the Council. (128/20)

3)  Footpaths at Piers Court
This item was brought forward to allow those residents who wished to leave the meeting early.

Mrs Shaw explained that there has been considerable concern expressed lately by many residents about confusing signage, several obstacles and redirection to alternative permissive paths on the PROW footpaths across Piers Court land. Several residents have also reported an confrontational attitude on the part of the owners. 

Mr Packer displayed an excerpt from the definitive PROW (attached) and Ms Hudson explained that the sites of the permissive paths and obstacles have been added. The Council is aware of residents' views on are five main areas of complaint which are:-

1) Apparent attempts to re-route some paths

2) Obstructions on the official paths

3) Ambiguous or confusing notices and signs

4) Complaints from the owners about control of dogs, litter, noise and misuse of the paths

5) The confrontational   attitude of the owners experienced by some residents

The Council has reported these issues to Highways, as have several residents. As a result Sarah Macauley Lowe has emailed today to say that she has walked the paths and did not see any causes for concern. It was agreed that it would have been useful for her to let the Council know her plans so that someone could accompany her and explain the problems. To this end, she will be invited back and Mr Packer is happy to show her the areas of concern. Mr Snellock may be able to join him. Action Mrs Shaw and Mr Packer (129/20)
After an informal meeting of concerned residents last week, Mrs Leggate has delivered a letter to Piers Court signed by 18 people expressing their concerns. She stressed the importance of due process and agreement in dealing with this issue. (130/20)
It was felt that a re-routing of the footpaths could be an improvement and would not necessarily be met with opposition but that residents are likely to support such a move so long as it is doe properly and the correct procedure is followed. Ms Hudson agreed to draft a letter from the Parish Council  to the owners of Piers Court making this clear as well as drawing attention to the concerns. Action Ms Hudson (131/20)  
4) DPI Declarations and Dispensations
There were no declarations.

5)  Minutes of the Meeting Held on 27th  May
Acceptance of the minutes of 27th  May was proposed by Mr Packer, seconded by Mrs Chinn and carried unanimously. They were duly accepted and will be signed at the next live meeting (132/20) 

6)  Matters Arising From the Minutes
There were no matters arising that are not dealt with elsewhere in these minutes.
7)  Reports by County and District Councillors
Cllr Cordwell's report is attached.  (133/20)
Cllr Braun's report for June is attached. (134/20)
8)  Planning Matters
      New since last meeting 

     -  S.20/1286/P3Q, Barn At Taits Hill, Convert the existing agricultural building into two residential     

        dwellings. It was noted that a previous application had been refused on grounds of access issues. 
       (135/20)
    -  S.20/1146/FUL,Land Adjacent To Tumbling Fields Echo Lane, Proposed dwelling. (136/20)    
     -  S.20/1138/FUL,land adjacent to Lorridge Farm,  erection of agricultural building. (137/20)
     -  S.20/1038/TCA,  St Cyr's Church,  T1 yew tree trimming off two metres on side over hanging drive.     

        (138/20)
     Decided since last meeting
     - 20/0723/HHOLD, The Barn Lorridge Farm, proposed Garage. Resubmission of S.19/1215/HHOLD.     

       Permission.  (139/20)   
     Still undecided
     - S.20/0698/FUL, Dursley Rugby Club, change of Use from Agricultural to D2 (sports pitches) to include   
      redirection of footpath CST19 to the North West.  (140/20)
    - S.20/0711/FUL, Lorridge Farm, erection of a commercial unit for B2 industrial use. (141/20) 

    - S.20/0823/FUL, St Cyr's Church, reposition of steps with the addition of a disabled ramp.  (142/20)
    - S.20/0873/HHOLD, Court Barn, to erect an oak frame car port on the existing hard-standing parking area 
      with solar panels on the south facing slope of the roof. (141rdening equipment, fencing supplies  etc. A 

      comment in support of the solar panels has been lodged. (143/20)
     - S.20/0956/HHOLD,  Mercerden Berkeley Road, single storey extension to the rear of the property.

       (144/20)
     - S.19/0647/HHOLD, 1-3 The Avenue. Replace and extend roof, structherm structural cladding and

       external wall insulated system with timber finish (hardwood) Resubmission of S.18/1112/HHOLD 

        (145/20)

      - S.19/2684/HHOLD, Parker's Lodge, Stancombe, Building restoration and rebuilding of lean-to single   

        storey addition and  provision of extended access with parking area. (146/20)
There have been continued concerns expressed by residents about the agricultural building next to the bridle path above The Buildings. An email has been received from Planning to the effect that the site has been inspected and “the roof as presently structured does not conform to the approved plans. The variation of structure may be able to be addressed by the owner through a revised planning application. I am currently in contact with the owner to explore this further.” (147/20)
9)  Footpaths and Rights of Way
The problem of the stones on the bridle path is still ongoing. (148/20)
Mr Snellock reported that the footpath  opposite Drakestone House is again overgrown, the stile is broken, signs point the wrong way and the field has been ploughed. He has reported these issues and will liaise with Mr Packer on  a report on the condition of the Parish footpaths. Action  Mr Packer and Mr Snellock (149/20)
10)  Highways
Residents of Standle Lane have approached the Parish Council asking for support in their request to Highways for improvements to the road surface there. The Council is aware of the poor state of the lane, having drawn the attention of successive Heads of Highways to it. (150/20)
Notification has been received of a road closure at Stancombe later this month. (151/20)
Installation of fibre optics has been causing problems in Old Hill Lane where residents have not been kept informed and there have been disputes over wayleave. Mrs Shaw will raise the matter with Highways and Mr Packer is happy to advise on wayleave issues. Action  Mrs Shaw and Mr Packer (151/20)
11) Facilities

The swings can now be brought back into use though the council does not have the resources for keeping them clean. Mr Packer will organise an initial clean before restoring them to use and Ms Hudson will produce a sign containing advice on social distancing and a disclaimer about cleaning. Action  Mr Packer and Ms Hudson (152/20)
Mr Packer has obtained an updated quote for a defibrillator at the previous price of £1,824 but the Village Hall Committee  requires alternative prices. Mrs Shaw will liaise with Mrs Wannell to try to expedite the purchase. Action  Mrs Shaw (153/20)
12) Environment
Mrs Hudson has begun identifying examples of ash dieback but this is a big task and more help may be needed. Funding may be available to replace dead trees.  (154/20)
13) Financial Matters
The Statement of Payments and Receipts was checked and will be signed at the next live meeting. (155/20)
No authorisations were required. (155/20)
14) Councillors' Reports
There were no Councillors' reports.
15) Data Protection
There were no Data Protection issues.
16) Items for Website
The Clerk will post notices about road closures and a request for information on problem ash trees. Action Clerk (156/20)  
17) Post- Covid 19 Agenda Items 
      - Phone Box

      - Post Box
      - Parish Plan

      - Berkeley Road Junction 
      - Post-Covid celebration

      - Meeting re cyber crime

19) Dates of Next Meetings
      Wed 29th July, 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 8.45pm.  
