STINCHCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON

THURSDAY 1ST JUNE 2017 AT 7.30PM

IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Present





In Attendance

Mrs M Shaw (Chair)




Dr J. Cordwell (County Councillor)

Ms S. Guy (Parish Councillor)


Mr K. Tucker (District Councillor)

Ms C. Ledger
(Parish Councillor)



Mrs N. Bradley (Clerk)

Mrs Shaw opened the meeting and welcomed all present.

1)  Apologies

Mr G. Hillman (Parish Councillor)


Mr C. Snellock (Parish Councillor)


Mr G. Butcher (District Councillor)

Mrs C. Braun (District Councillor)

2)  DPI Declarations and Dispensations
There were no declarations.

3)  Election of Chair and Vice-Chair
Ms Guy proposed and Ms Ledger seconded that Mrs Shaw take on the role of Chair and the motion was carried unanimously. (47/17)

Mrs Shaw proposed and Ms Ledger seconded that Ms Guy take on the role of Vice-Chair and the motion was carried unanimously. (48/17)

Both elections were duly approved.

4)  Signature of Declarations of Acceptance
Signing of the Declarations of Acceptance was deferred until the next meeting. (49/17)
5)  Confirmation of Appointments
The following appointments were confirmed:-


Snow Warden - Mr Holloway (Snow Plough Operator Mr Longstreth and in accordance with 

            a suggestion from Mr Holloway a letter will be sent to Mr Longstreth expressing the  

            Council's appreciation of his efforts. Action Clerk)


Flood & Watercourse Warden -  Mr Holloway


Footpath Wardens - Mr Snellock 


Representative to Village Hall Committee - Mrs Shaw

 
Representative to Stinchcombe Hill Trust - Mrs Shaw



Representative to Stinchcombe United Charities -  Ms Guy



Representative to Dursley United Charities - Mr Holloway



Representative to Berkeley SSG - Mr Sant


Representative to Community Safety Group – Mr Sant (Cllr Cordwell will also keep the  

            Council up to date with minutes and agendas)




Representative to Police Neighbourhood Panel – Mr Snellock (50/17)

6)  Approval of Minutes of the Meeting Held on 17th March 2017
Ms Guy proposed and Ms Ledger seconded that the minutes be accepted. The motion was carried unanimously and the minutes were duly signed by the Chair. (51/17)

7)  Matters Arising From the Minutes


- Mrs Shaw has been in touch with Mr Burrell regarding co-option to the Council but is not 

              sure if he is still interested. Everyone should consider other possible candidates.  Action 
              All. (52/17)

- Mr Wannell has begun renovation of noticeboards. (53/17)  


- The Chair and Clerk met with Andrew Middlecote who was shown all the damaged roads 

              and agreed that repairs are necessary. He is willinf to use some of the Lengthman funds to  

              this end. (54/17)    


- Mr Summers' family did not want to have a re-dedication of the replacement bench in his 

              memory. (55/17) 


- Mrs Shaw ow has a check list for inspection of play equipment. (56/17) 


- The fountain roof has been cleared of vegetation for which the council is grateful to Mrs 

              Pay. (57/17)  


- Mrs Shaw will continue to attend Neighbourhood Police Panel meetings in Mr Snellock's 

              absence. Current priorities continue to be crime prevention, encouragement of  

              neighbourhood watch groups and Operation Tyndale (use of smart water to discourage 

              thefts). (58/17) 

           -  Several residents have taken speed reminder stickers for their wheelie bins available and 

              there are still five available. This has been publicised in the latest Enews. (59/17) 
8)  Reports by County and District Councillors
Cllr Cordwell's report is attached. (60/17) 
Cllr Tucker's report is also attached. (61/17) 
9)  Planning Matters
      New since Last Meeting
      - S.17/1105, 6 The Buildings, remove the old render and replace with like. (62/17) 
      - S.17/1069 , The Elms The Avenue, 2no two storey extensions, one single storey extension and increased car parking to existing Veterinary Hospital. (63/17) 
      - S.17/1007, New England Lodge, T1: Mature Larch - reduce lateral spread of branches on W side of canopy by approx 3m to minimise overhang into neighbour's property. (64/17) 
      - S.17/0509, Standle Farm Standle Lane, erection of agricultural building for use as agricultural workshop, storage of spares and storage of agricultural machinery. (65/17) 
      - S.17/0624, variation of condition 2 (approved plans) from permissions S.15/0372/FUL and S.16/2254/MINAM to increase the garage width from 4 metres to 6 metres. (66/17) . 

      The Council supports all of the above applications.
      Decided since Last Meeting

       -   S.17/0492, Granary Barn The Street,  Holme Oak (T1) - Remove to just above ground   

            level. Approved. (67/17) 
        -   S.17/0301, 2 The Buildings, Ash Tree – Fell. Approved. (68/17)  
10) Footpaths and Rights of Way
There were no new issues regarding footpaths and rights of way.
11) Highways
There were no new issues regarding footpaths and rights of way.
12) Facilities
Discussions about the possibility of improved play equipment are ongoing. Mr Batty has raised the matter with the Rugby Club Committee who are supportive. Cllr Cordwell has £5,000 pa to put towards children's facilities and may be able to contribute to costs. It was agreed that a separate working party involving interested residents is needed and Ms Guy and Ms Ledger agreed to carry this forward. Action Ms Guy and Ms Ledger. (69/17)  
Adoption of the phone box is almost complete. (70/17) 
13) Community Safety
Plans for a Community Speedwatch group are ongoing and another training meeting is to be organised. It was agreed that the Parish Council does not have the manpower to continue dealing with this issue and a working party of interested residents is needed to carry the matter forward with the council's support. Ms Guy will formulate an appeal for publication in the next newsletter and Enews. Action Ms Guy. (71/17)
14) Correspondence
There was no correspondence.
15) Financial Matters
Adoption of the Budget was proposed by Ms Guy, seconded by Ms Ledger  and carried unanimously. (72/17)
Approval of Section 1 of the Annual Return, the Annual Governance Statement was proposed by Mrs Shaw seconded by Ms Guy and carried unanimously. (73/17)
Approval of Section 2 of the Annual Return, the Statement of Accounts approved by the Internal Auditor was proposed by Mrs Shaw seconded by Ms Ledger and carried unanimously. (74/17) 
The Statement of Receipts and Payments was signed by the chair and Mrs Shaw. (75/17) 
Authorisation for the following payments:-

Cotswold Marketing (printing flyers)
  £    10.00

BT Payphones (phone box adoption)
  £      1.00

Aon Insurance
  £  418.89 

Clerk's Salary (Feb/Mar/Apr)

£  265.00

Playsafety Ltd (playground inspection)
  £    79.80
Iain A. Selkirk (internal audit)
  £    85.00

was proposed by Ms Guy seconded by Mrs Shaw and carried unanimously. (76/17)
An increase of 5% in the Clerk's salary (to be rounded up slightly to £1,100 pa) was agreed with effect from 1st May. (77/17)
16) Councillors' Reports
There were no councillors' reports. 
18) Items for Website
Ms guy will formulate an appeal for residents to form a Community Speedwatch working party, as above.
The Clerk will formulate an appeal for a new councillor and invite anyone interested to attend the next meeting.  Action Clerk. (77/17)
17) Dates of Next Meetings
Thurs 27th July, 7.30pm

Wed  6th September, 7.30pm

Wed 25th October, 7.30pm

Wed 6th December, 7.00pm

The meeting closed at 8.45pm

Report on County Council Matters to Stinchcombe Parish Council 

1st June 2017

County Council meeting 17th May
I covered this in a verbal update to my report to your 18th May Annual Parish Assembly. In summary:

- The council now has a majority Conservative administration and have taken the roles of both chair and vice-chair of the council.

- The cabinet leader, Mark Hawthorne, was re-elected to that post for four years and he named the members of his new cabinet, now totalling nine, previously eight.

- All the scrutiny committee chairs have been taken by Conservatives, which has raised some concern as these cross-party bodies are intended to hold the administration to account.  The exception to this was the Audit and Governance Scrutiny Committee chair, which I believe has to be an opposition member.  In an unexpected move, a Labour member was elected to this position. 

- I have been reappointed to the committees I previously served on. 

Meeting with Andrew Middlecote
  Following the election, I had a first meeting with Andrew on 16th May. He is hoping to use some of my lengthmen time to repair damage to the verges in Wick Lane.  He also mentioned a 30mph repeater sign that had been “felled”. We have started work on matters for inclusion in my £30k Highways Local money.  

Amey Contract

In a press release, the administration has said they will be putting more money into the county’s roads over the next five years. I can only assume most of this is the usual Government grants for highways work as the council is not in a position to increase the precept for further investment in roads. The press release continues that “the council will be continuing to work with Amey until the end of its contract in March 2019” and refers to a future Cabinet meeting (probably on 19th June) which will “put plans in place for the future and decide what sort of contract will be needed.” So, it seems that they have now accepted the widespread dissatisfaction with Amey’s performance and are unlikely to extend the contract.

Other meetings
The council is now in the middle of a series of induction and compulsory training meetings for members new and old. These will continue until late June, with the next meeting of the county council on 28th June.
   John Cordwell
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Stroud District Councillors’ Report 

May 2017
Key issues
Refuse Collections
The rising costs of the service contract and the actual service level agreement between SDC and Ubico are under scrutiny. The increase expenditures is partly due to additional trips necessary to recover missed refuse/replace bins that have been squashed by the lorries and low income returns on recyclates). A financial report reviewing the contract with Ubico is now due early June, and will cover all aspects of the contract with Ubico, SDC and Gloucestershire County Council (who are responsible for all landfill). Cllr Tucker will attend the Task & Finish Group meeting on 12th June to ensure that satisfactory progress is being made. 
Your District Councillors have been campaigning on behalf of some residents in Gloucester Street, Wotton, to have their new ‘landfill’ refuse bins removed and replaced with more logistically suitable beige bags. The bins were removed at the beginning of May and residents are delighted with the change and have personally thanked their Councillors for facilitating the change in SDC’s logic. We are currently working with other residents to remove bins from being left on the streets unnecessarily.
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
Most new planning applications received by SDC will now be subject to CIL. The Levy is set at £80/m² of floor space. Those Towns and Villages with a Neighbourhood Development Plan in place, will progressively receive sums totaling 25% of the levy or 15% if no Plan exists, to put towards identified capital projects within the community. Locally, The Kingswood Neighbourhood Development Plan was approved, almost unanimously, by residents on 4th May and ratified at SDC Full Council on 18th June.
New programme for affordable housing 
A budget of £8 million has been approved from the General Fund to be spent over the next 4 years on ‘Homes for Rent’. Various cross-party meetings between Councillors and officers are ongoing to agree what mix these homes might take and how the programme will be implemented and an initial decision will be taken at the Strategy and Resources Committee in June. Options include ‘SDC build to rent’, ‘affordable homes’ provided by private developers, SDC/Developer shared mixed housing and ‘housing association’ developments. 
Summary of District Council meetings 
· SDC Strategy & Resources Committee (Strategy, overview and governance) – No meeting in May. Next meeting 8th June. The revised Corporate Delivery Plan has been issued in draft form and is due for formal issue in July 2017.
· SDC Investment & Development Panel (Asset management) - (22nd May). Discussions held on the following assets: Brimscombe Port, Stroud Subscription Rooms, Stratford Park and Littlecombe Business Park at Dursley. The SDC owned The Ship Inn at Brimscombe has recently reopened with a local tenant, who has experience in the trade. The pub is full for Sunday Lunch the next 4 weeks, which is a promising start, both as a business venture and as an income for SDC.  
· Subscription Rooms The options for this Asset of Community Value building are to keep the building under council control; allowing another organisation to run the Sub Rooms as a public arts and cultural facility or selling the building on the open market. Focused discussions with seriously interested parties are ongoing and business plans are being scrutinised. 

· SDC Housing Review Panel (16 May) – Discussions on affordable housing need across the district. We await clarification from Govt on the new methodology for calculating the ‘Objectively Assessed Need’ for affordable housing which will be used to prepare the next local plan.  

· SDC Bearlands Estate and play area improvements – SDC will appoint an architect to prepare a design brief for improving the kerb appeal and council properties.  The Play Area Association will prepare a brief for play equipment.  More fundraising is needed before the play area work can go ahead.  Also discussed a newsletter for Bearlands residents and road safety ‘slow down’ signs that can be designed by local children.    
Local issues
The previously reported anti-social behaviour in a social housing block in Wotton is still under observation by Neighbourhood Wardens and PCSOs. Following clearance by SDC, the significant refuse dumped adjacent to the block has now stopped, but is under constant surveillance. 
North Nibley Parish Council are holding a Speed Watch training event in the Village Hall on 10th June. Please contact the Clerk if you are interested.  elizabethjoakley317@yahoo.co.uk
The Planning application for development behind the Fire Station in Wotton has been withdrawn by Colburn Homes. A new application with a revised layout is anticipated.
The appeal to the Planning Inspectorate by Woodbourne Group, who objected to SDC’s refusal to allow development on The Full Moon site in Wotton, has been upheld. An application by Woodbourne Group for costs was dismissed. This means that, subject to final planning approval, 10 houses will now be built on the site, 3 of which will be ‘affordable’. Your local Councillors are keen that SDC liaise with the developers, to incorporate the adjacent Council owned garages/car park in to the same build, as this will hopefully reduce the visual impact of this build.  Discussions with SDC Asset teams, as to their proposals for this site, continue.
Councillor Meetings 
Cllr Ken Tucker 
· SDC Group Leaders & CEO meeting. (8 May) 

· North Nibley Parish Council meeting. (8 May)

· Meeting with SDC officers regarding various concerns at Dryleaze Court. (11 May)

· SDC Finance Training. (15 May)

· Cooperative Alliance meeting of members to review 2017-2020 commitments. (15 May)

· Wotton Town Council meeting. (15 May)

· Housing Review Panel meeting. (16 May)

· SDC Full Council (18 May)

· SDC Investment & Development Panel meeting. (22 May) 

· Group Leaders meeting. (22 May) 

· SDC Planning Review Panel. (23 May)

· Further meeting with SDC senior officers regarding various concerns at Dryleaze Court. (25 May)

· SDC Environment Committee did not meet in May. 

· SDC Strategy & Resources did not meet in May. 

Cllr George Butcher 
· ‘Skills for Stroud’. Supported the Chief Exec at the event, which is sponsored by SDC. (16 May). 
[Skills for Stroud is setting the standard for employability activities for young people in the Stroud district. Created by Stroud District Council, it’s a quality charter mark which provides businesses, schools and colleges with accreditation to ensure that their work to help young people in the workplace genuinely equips them for the world of work.]   http://skillsforstroud.org.uk/ 
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· SDC Full Council (18 May)

· SDC Community Services and Licensing did not meet in May. 

Cllr Catherine Braun 
· Bearlands Play Area / SDC meeting (2 May)

· Dementia Friendly Town training (9 May)

· Wotton Town Council meeting (15 May)

· Housing Review Panel meeting (16 May)

· SDC Full Council (18 May)

· SDC Surveyor site meeting – Full Moon & Fountain Crescent (22 May)

· Dryleaze Court – meeting with residents (22 May)
· SDC Housing Committee did not meet in May.
