
Thomas Perry

Thomas  Perry,  coachman  to  the  St
John Mildmay family
Following my article on the history of Drakestone House, I was
contacted by David Rolfe whose great grandfather Thomas Perry
was the coachman for the Mildmay family.

Thomas was married to Eva Warren and their daughter Dorothy
later  married  Harold  John  Temlett  (Jack)  and  they  lived
firstly at Bannutry and then in a bungalow just the other side
of the crossroads from the Black Horse in North Nibley.

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/our-virtual-village/drakestone-house/thomas-perry/


Photo of Thomas Perry and his wife Eva (ne Warren)
They had 2 children, David’s mother Jean (who moved to Reading
when she married his father) and her younger brother Tony
Temlett who lived in Nibley village all his life. Tony died in



2017 and his widow Iris passed away recently.

Dorothy and her sister Ruth used to play with the Mildmay
children whilst they lived in one of the thatched cottages on
the estate.



Dorothy and Ruth at Drakestone
David was recently clearing his late mother’s house, and came



across the coat and shirt of his late great-grandfather Thomas
Perry. It is part of his livery as coachman to the St John
Mildmay’s at Drakestone House – and has the Mildmay family
crest on the buttons.

The  two  items  of  uniform  worn  by  Thomas  Perry  have  been
generously donated to the History Society in Stinchcombe.



https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Picture4F.jpg


Thomas Perry in his Mildmay coachman uniform and the surviving
items today

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Picture5F.jpg


Thomas with his horse and cart
The  photograph  below  was  taken  at  Dulverton,  where  the
Mildmays  resided  before  they  came  to  Stinchcombe,  showing
Thomas Perry on the far right.

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Picture6F.jpg


Another photograph that David found is of children outside
Stinchcombe School. It is thought that this photograph was
taken around 1910 and the children are dressed up ready for a
school play?

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Picture7F.jpg


The Death of Walter Mildmay
David also discovered valuable information regarding Walter
Mildmay.

“In our family, one of the great mysteries is where Thomas
Perry got all his money from (and where it all went!). He
started out a humble coachman and died a relatively rich man.
I remember asking my grandmother about this back in the 1970s,
and she said that the man he worked for (Walter Mildmay) died
falling from his horse and left a lot of money to Thomas
Perry.

About 10 years ago I met Hugh Mildmay and told him this story
and he said “that’s not true”. He said it so assertively that
I thought I had touched a nerve. Then I noticed that in your
(John Pinch) article you say that “Walter died in 1913 from a
heavy bout of influenza”. I assume that this is what Hugh told

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Picture8F.jpg


you.

So I decided to try and solve the mystery, I would obtain the
death certificate and will of Walter Mildmay. I attach the
death certificate, which shows he did indeed die in a fall
from a horse.

and below is an enlargement of the relevant cause of death

https://stinchcombepc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Picture9F.jpg


So my grandma’s story is at least half true. The other half is
not quite so true, however. Walter left his entire estate to
his widow. But there was a clause in the will to the effect
that if she pre-deceased him, some money was to go to the
servants. Of course she was still alive to inherit, so this
clause did not come into effect.

I am now working on two assumptions:

Perhaps his widow wanted to honour the spirit of the1.
will and gave money to the servants
Perhaps she compensated Thomas Perry when she turned him2.
and his family out of the cottage so she could live
there.

Anyway, it is these little mysteries that make family history
so interesting.”

The  tragic  fatal  accident  of  Walter  St  John  Mildmay  was
reported  in  a  local  newspaper  of  the  day  where  it  was
explained that he fell from his horse while jumping a style
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near Cam Church during a hunt with Lord Fitzhardinge’s hounds.
Walter was taken to a nearby farm where he received medical
attention but died that evening, witnessed by his 17 year old
daughter.

David Rolfe and John Pinch


