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QUENINGTON AND GODWINS

by Ray Trinder

uenington is a small Cotswold village some eight

miles from Cirencester, situated for the most part

on land falling gradually down the west bank of
the River Colne. The land was originally recorded in
Domesday Book as eight hides and consisting of three
manors held by Aluuold and two men, both called
Doda, passed to Walter de Lacy (d. 1085) whose son
Roger held them in 1086. Owned by his brother Hugh
(d. by 1115) his granddaughter Agnes de Lacy granted
Quenington Manor to the Knights Hospitallers in the
twelfth century.  The Hospitallers established a
preceptory c. 1193. Edward Thame of Fairford leased
land from them before 1506 and held the manor until
the short lived revival of their order in England ended in
1558. After the Dissolution the land passed through
the hands of various land owners until the seventeenth
century when the preceptory was demolished. A
Manor house was then built on the site as a farmhouse.
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Adjacent to the site was the church of St Mary,
dedicated to St. Swithin in 1735, and is complete with
two well preserved and magnificently carved doorways
depicting, to the north, the Harrowing of Hell on the
tympanum, and to the south, the Coronation of the
Virgin. The Rectory house is adjacent to the church.

The nearby water-mill of 1338 became a fulling mill in
the eighteenth century, which included a gigmill and
dyehouse, owned by William Thomas and the clothier
Richard Pinfold. The mill had, by 1735, become the
property of Chatles Morgan of Fairford. By 1738, the
site had been leased to Joshua Carby who was an
eminent papermaker who died in 1791 at the age of 84.
The site included a new mill and a Rag House in 1830.
The mill was then operated by Joshua Carby Radway
until his death in 1840. In 1841 Joseph Bence Palser
was operating the site and added four beating engines in









leathers, as well as raw materials - brass tube, steel bar
and sheet, brass and phosphor-bronze cored stick were
bought in. All the parts necessary for the production of
the pumps were made in-house with the exception of
the motors and engines. The company began as
builders, recorded in 1879 as William Godwin who was
dealing in drain pipes and cisterns in 1894 and was
involved in fitting a new water wheel in the paper mill
for Sir Thomas Bazley, the wheel being supplied by the
Gloucester company of Summers and Scott. By 1906
the company was recorded as ‘William Joynes Godwin,
Builder and Contractor, supplying building materials
and pipes, sinking and boring wells, supplying and
fixing wind engines, hydraulic rams and waterwheels’.
During the 1914 war the forges at his premises supplied
horse shoes under contract to the army. By 1919 he
was succeeded by his son Harold Joynes Godwin. The
firm prospered during the early thirties when electricity
was being installed around the country. Farmers began

to buy pumping equipment and to pipe water to cattle
troughs in the fields. Boreholes were drilled and
windmills with powerheads and storage tanks mounted
above them were giving a cheap trouble-free supply of
water to the farmstead. In 1939 the fim of H J
Godwin Ltd. specialised in pumping machinery and
employed 100 people. During the 1939-1945 war
pumping sets, portable on skids and fixtures, were
supplied to the Forces. The name Godwin was known
throughout the world, supplying windmills to South
Africa, America and India. Hand pumps, windmills,
diesel operated pumping sets and deep well
powerheads were supplied across the Empire through
the Crown Agents for the Colonies. The company was
owned by the Godwin family until 1974 when it was
bought by a large combine. Although being bought
twice since, it is still operating with about 100
employees in a small Cotswold village.



