STINCHCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 

THURSDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 2016 AT 7.30PM 

IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Present




In Attendance
Mrs M. Shaw (Chair)



Dr J. Cordwell (County Councillor)


Mr D. Leggate (Vice Chair)


                    

Mr J. Carbone (Parish Councillor)

 

Mrs N. Bradley (Clerk)

Mrs Shaw opened the meeting and welcomed Cllr Cordwell.


1)   Apologies
Mr G. Hillman (Parish Councillor)

Ms S. Guy (Parish Councillor)

Ms L. Reeves (District Councillor, Wotton) 

Mr K. Tucker  (District Councillor, Wotton) 

Mrs P. Wride (District Councillor) 

2)   DPI Declarations and Dispensations

There were no declarations.
3)   Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting Held on  13th January 2016 

Acceptance of the minutes was proposed by Mr Carbone, seconded by Mr Leggate and carried unanimously. They were were duly accepted and signed. (26/16)

4)   Matters Arising from the Minutes
      -  The broken decorative corner of the fountain roof, re-registration of the village Green and  

          valuation of assets are all ongoing Action Mrs Shaw, Mr Hillman and Clerk (27/16)

      -  The proposal to plant trees to screen motorway noise was discussed. Relevant landowners are 

          reluctant to donate land or take responsibility for trees but the possibility of planting on the  

          motorway verges was suggested. This would mean approaching Highways England and it 

          was agreed that everyone would look into how to go about this. Action All (28/16)

      -  Results of traffic monitoring on The Street and Taits Hill Road are now available and a 

         follow-up community Speedwatch meeting is scheduled for Saturday 27th February at 2.30pm 

         in the Village Hall. Mr Hillman will chair. (29/16)
 5)   Reports by County and District Councillors
Cllrs Wride's and Cordwell's reports are both attached. (30/16)
6)   Planning Matters
     New since last meeting
     - S.16/0088, Churchfield House Echo Lane, erection of single storey extension to side. There are  

       no objections to this application. (31/16)
     - S.16/0253, Vale Vets Ltd The Animal Hospital The Avenue, replacement store building and CT 

       Scan building. It was felt that this would only be an improvement as the current building is very 

       unattractive and a CT scanner will enhance the vets' business. (32/16)
     Decided since last meeting

     -  S.15/2928, Rock Villa Taits Hill Road, replacement of existing rear extensions with two storey  

        rear extension.  Permission (33/16)

     - S.15/2821, Standle Farm, agricultural storage for feed, hay, straw and farm implements. 

        Permission (34/16)
     - S.15/2704, Townsend Farm erection of extensions. Alterations to fenestration. Insertion of 

       conservation roof lights. Permission (35/16)
In Mrs Wride's absence it was agreed to delay discussion of the Council's planning policy until the next meeting. (36/16) 
7)   Footpaths

Amey has received a complaint about a large oil drum currently blocking the bridle path near the Rugby Club and Clingre Down and is dealing with the issue. (37/16)
8)   Highways
There were no new issues regarding highways.
9)   Facilities
Mr Leggate has liaised with Mr Bartlam to bring information on the website about the Parish Council up to date. (38/16)

The seminar about insurance issues was cancelled because undersubscribed. It seems unlikely to be possible to reduce the current levels of cover but the Clerk will investigate other providers. Action Clerk (39/16)
10) Community Safety
There were no new issues regarding Community Safety.

11)  Financial Matters
The Statement of Payments and Receipts was signed by the Chair and  Mr Leggate. (40/16)  

Authorisation of payment of £111.60 for repairs to the posts on Old Hill Lane was proposed by Mr Carbone, seconded by Mr Leggate and carried unanimously. (41/16)

The Council's reserve funds have gradually crept up over the last few years and now stand a over £8,000. GAPTC recommend a  reserve equal to about half the annual budget which in Stinchcombe's case would be about £2,000 - £2,500 but it was felt that this would not go very far in case of any emergency and that a reserve in the region of about £5,000 would be more realistic. Some possible ways of spending the excess for the benefit of the village were discussed but it was agreed that everyone would give the matter some thought for discussion at a future meeting. Action All. (43/16)                                                                           
12)  Correspondence
There was no correspondence.
13)  Councillors' Reports
Mrs Shaw reported that plans to clear the trees on The Avenue of ivy are ongoing. Mr Leggate will liaise with Mr Kirkham about this.  Action Mr Leggate. (44/16)
14) Welcome Pack
The Welcome Pack has been largely updated and some complete copies are now available although  others are waiting for additional copies of some material. Action Mrs Shaw. (45/16)
15) Review of Standing Orders
It was agreed that a review of the Council's Standing Orders is due. The Clerk will email the document to ensure that everyone has a copy and can  look over them in preparation for discussion at a future meeting. Action All (46/16)
16) Village Show
A public meeting as been arranged for Monday 14th March to assess interest in this event and take it forward. The Parish Council is happy to support and work with the Village Hall Committee in arranging a show and Mrs Shaw will continue liaise with the Village Hall Committee. Action Mrs Shaw. (47/16)
17) Items for Website
Mrs Shaw will provide biographical details for herself and Mr Sant to complete the update of PC information. Action Mrs Shaw. (48/16)
The clerk will forward approved minutes of January's meeting and details of the forthcoming litter pick. Action Clerk. (49/16)
18)  Dates of Next Meetings
Wednesday 16th March 2016 7.30pm.

Annual litter pick, Sunday 3rd April 10.30am at the Village Hall.

Signing of annual accounts, (MS, DL & NB only) Thurs 7th April, 3.00pm, Hill House.
The meeting closed at 8.40pm.

Report on County Council Matters to Stinchcombe Parish Council 

25th February 2016

County Council budget 2016/2017
Public consultation on council tax options for the County Council budget resulted in a preference for a 3.99% increase in the precept of which 2% is ring fenced for adult social care in line with the Chancellor’s announcement last year. 


After the consultation began, the Government financial settlement for 2016/17 was announced and notification received of the final tax base and collection fund surplus/deficit figures from the six district councils. The net effect of these and other small changes was an increase in available funding which the Conservative Cabinet intended to add to reserves.


However, ahead of the budget meeting the Liberal Democrat Group put forward a series of proposals to use this windfall to improve services. Almost all of these were accepted in whole or in part resulting in the following final additions: 

 - to invest a further £2.075M in road maintenance. Within this, the amount available to each councillor for ‘Highways Local’ schemes is being increased from £22.5k to £30k.  

- a £100k investment to improve the implementation process of Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs). The Conservatives removed the entire budget for TRO work in 2010. Since then the only ones that could be progressed have been those funded by developers, those specifically linked to the road safety hotspot list, and those funded from Parish Councils’ ‘Community Offer’ match funding or from County Councillors’ ‘Highways Local’ funding. The long (often two year) delay in implementing even these Orders has also been an issue with county councillors and parish councils.  

- in places where the County Council charges residents for on-street parking permits, free permits for the first vehicle where it is a Band A VED electric vehicle. (Estimated cost £5k per annum.)    

- £25k investment to provide improved mental health support to children and young people.

- £50k to continue for a further year the Liberal Democrat initiative to fund free Y5 pupil visits to the Gloucestershire SkillZone, assisting in improving the safety of young people.

- £20k to the Child Sexual Exploitation scheme to spend on e-safety, with advice from the Children’s Safeguarding Board.

- £150k to undertake some of the cycling schemes proposed in the “Barriers to Cycling” report produced last year at the request of Liberal Democrat councillors.

- £50k invested in seeking solutions to the pollution levels in the county’s Air Quality Management Areas, subject to match funding from the district councils.   

These changes leave the overall call on council tax payers for County Council services unchanged from the Cabinet recommendation. At Band D this equates to an increase in council tax of £43.51, to £1134.01. The county council Labour group did not put forward any amendments but voted against the budget.

The capital programme for 2016/17 includes £2.3M funding for the work on the Berkeley Bridges.

Review of Public Transport, Community Transport and Concessionary Fares 
The Cabinet meeting earlier this month considered the feedback from public consultation on options to change the way the council invests in local bus services and other issues. One outcome was their agreement to replace the 201 service with a revised service 87 to Dursley to link with direct services from there to Gloucester. So there will be no direct service to Gloucester in future. 

In answer to a question I asked at the Cabinet meeting, it was acknowledged that having to change buses at Dursley would lengthen journey times and also be an extra obstacle to use of the service by elderly and disabled travellers. However it was argued that this was offset by an increased choice of onward journey opportunities by using Dursley as a hub. 

John Cordwell
Mrs Wride's Report
I apologise for not being with you again at your Parish Council meeting but it has clashed with the District Council meeting,

It is to approve the Council tax tonight. There will be a rise in CC rate but John Cordwell will fill you in.
I abstained from voting to approve the budget for the Housing revenue Account which is increasing the rents for the Council Housing which I consider unfair to the minority of tenants who pay their rents the majority are on benefits, and the capital programme & proposed Capital schemes because it included a vanity project to commission a hydro electric scheme at Ebley Mill which has been costed many times over the years and the same answer has been reached it was not deemed a feasible project.
But the Green Party are determined to carry through with this idea.
Re the sale of assets by SDC including Dursley Pool at the present time there is no shortfall in the SDC budget but my worry has always been that the pool was not properly thought through and the future implications on budget cuts not considered but the sale of the pool has not been discussed with the Community service Committee on which I am a member. Simon Pickering who is leader of the Green Party at SDC and Chair of the environment Committee might think that selling the pool will fund the Hydro electric project.
I am asking a question tonight  re the lack of enforcement of planning conditions in rural areas . 
